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Sam Sokolove, Executive DirectorHank Crane, President

Three years ago, the Board of the Jewish Federation 
of New Mexico adopted an ambitious strategic plan 
establishing goals and actions to guide the JFNM for-
ward.    

As a “blueprint” to strengthen New Mexico’s Jewish 
community, the primary goals included: 

Identifying and building new leadership in Albuquer-
que, Santa Fe, Taos and elsewhere;  providing a voice 
for the Jewish community that addresses critical pub-
lic issues and celebrates Jewish life; and funding and 
implementing programs that meet the needs of Jews 
of all ages in New Mexico  

Three years later, we have met many of our objectives 
while deepening partnerships with Jewish organiza-
tions and congregations across New Mexico to meet 
the ever-growing needs of an ever-growing commu-
nity. 

2011, however has proved to be a historic one for the 
Jewish Federation of New Mexico, as a major bequest  
from the estate of Albuquerque philanthropists Irving 
and Hertha Auerbach will bring the JFNM ‘s 2011 an-
nual campaign above one million dollars – a fi rst in the 
Federation’s history, and a key goal of the three-year 
strategic plan.  

While most of this bequest will be used to strengthen 
JFNM reserves, $41,667 will be endowed  to estab-
lish the “Irving and Hertha Auerbach Fund for Jew-
ish Identity” at the Jewish Community Endowment 
Foundation of New Mexico, earmarked for PJ Library, 
Camp Scholarships and Birthright/Taglit.

This wonderful gift aside, throughout this past year 
the JFNM Board, led by Campaign chairs Linda Fried-
man and Sabra Minkus, worked hard to meet the very 
heart of our mission -- supporting the agencies and 
programs that depend on an annual JFNM allocation. 
As of June 13th, our overall 2011 annual campaign has 
reached $714,000 excluding the Auerbach bequest. 

Thanks to the $260,048 in allocations provided this 
year by the JFNM, the following has been realized: 

 Jewish Family Service of New Mexico’s Com-
munity Chaplaincy  program in Albuquerque, 
Rio Rancho and Santa Fe and intensive social 
worker program are meeting more client needs 
than ever; 

 The Solomon Schechter Day School is provid-
ing more critically needed scholarships to fami-
lies; 

 The Jewish Community Center of Greater Albu-
querque is able to continue offering outstand-
ing Jewish programs for youth and seniors, as 
well as Camp Chai scholarships; 

 The New Mexico Jewish Historical Society 
(which is housed at the Federation offi ce) is 
successfully maintaining its operations; 

 The Rabbis and Cantors Association of Albu-
querque is able to offer joint congregational 
programs; 

 Nahalat Shalom is able to offer sign-language 
interpretation for the hearing impaired at ser-
vices;   

By Hank Crane, President and Sam Sokolove, Executive Director



Annual Report 2011Annual Report 2011
This year also saw the JFNM entering into an ad-
ministrative partnership with Hillel at the University of 
New Mexico. Under the guidance of Dr. Sara Koplik, 
the Federation’s Director of Community Outreach, Hil-
lel has experienced a true revival, with students enjoy-
ing frequent Shabbat dinners, lectures, classes and 
services. Two Israeli Counsels General visited the 
campus, along with representatives of Birthright-Taglit 
Israel and the Jewish Agency. In January, actress and 
comedian Rain Pryor performed Fried Chicken and 
Latkes for a Hillel benefi t in front of a packed audi-
ence.  

Statewide, 2011 saw JFNM going deep with our out-
reach: with JFNM funding, the Las Vegas Jewish 
Community (LVJC) is receiving ongoing program-
ming/administrative assistance under the guidance of 
JFNM Leadership program participant Maggid Ya’el 
Chaikind and to help our rabbi-less communities grow 
and become stronger, JFNM presented Rabbi Ste-
phen Landau’s visits to Congregation B’nai Israel in 
Roswell and Temple Beth El in Carlsbad in April. 

In Israel, the Nitzana Rural Educational Community 
& Youth Futures Program in the Negev desert is now 
receiving JFNM support for their science and technol-
ogy program, and Creativity for Peace has JFNM un-
derwriting for a participant in their extraordinary Israel-
Palestine coexistence program.

 The JFNM’s Youth Conclave Fund offers ongo-
ing scholarships to Jewish teens looking to at-
tend a retreat or conference through their con-
gregation or youth groups; 

 The Taos Jewish Center is able to continue 
an acclaimed education program, and enjoy a 
Shabbat program with Rabbi Stephen Landau; 

 In Santa Fe, Kol BeRamah received support 
for two scholar-in-residence weekends and 
HaMakom is proceeding with an Arts and Edu-
cation Program (HAEP) Club;

 To explore the social services, educational, 
social and spiritual needs and interests of the 
Jewish community west of Albuquerque, the 
Jewish Federation of New Mexico convened a 
“Town Hall meeting” in Rio Rancho, facilitated 
by Anita Miller, Chair of the Federation’s Jewish 
Community Relations Council. This gathering 
led to a series of “Brunch & Learn” programs in 
Rio Rancho, and the subsequent development 
of an active planning committee that is building 
a vibrant Jewish presence in this fast-growing 
city.
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JFNM also led the 
statewide Israel For-
est Fire Disaster Re-
lief Fund fundraising 
efforts, raising more 
than thirteen thou-
sand dollars help 
those affected by the 
devastating Carmel 
Mountain region fi res. 
And thanks to our 
ongoing partnership 
with Son Broadcast-
ing/Christians United 

for Israel, “Night to Honor Israel” events in Albuquer-
que and Deming raised funds to benefi t Ben Yakir 
Youth Aliyah Village in Hadera.

To respond to local Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions activities aimed against Israel’s right to exist, in 
2011JFNM convened the New Mexico Israel Action 
Network, chaired by Dr. Todd Goldblum. JFNM has 
been most visible on this issue, with our advocacy ef-
forts generating attention in venues ranging from Al 
Jazeera and the Albuquerque Journal. We’ve con-
tinued to administer New Mexico’s Israel advocacy 
website, nmisrael.org, and throughout this year we’ve 
brought to New Mexico speakers Gershom Sizomu, 
Chief Rabbi of Uganda, Rabbi Brad Hirschfi eld of 
the Center for Jewish Learning and Leadership, Jeff 
Kaye of ORT, Dani Ben-David of the Taub Center and 
internationally-acclaimed speaker Neil Lazarus, who 
brought his Israel advocacy training to Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe in early October.   

JFNM provided scholarships to six young Jews 
through our Israel Experience Fund, and helped un-
derwrite Mayor Richard Berry’s trip to Israel last winter 
to participate in a renewable energy and water sus-
tainability conference. 

The introduction this spring of the New Mexico-Israel 
Business Exchange with Chair Robert Efroymson and 
acting director Susan Keith has tremendous potential 
to broker economic opportunities between Israel and 
New Mexico. We also entered this year into a new 
partnership with JerusalemOnlineUniversity.com for 
three-part Israel advocacy program, as well as a forth-
coming community-wide Israel education program for 
Albuquerque Jewish teens.

For members of our legal community, JFNM present-
ed a full-day CLE program in May with University of 
Utah Law Professor Amos Guiora, who provided an 
introduction to International Law, attended by staff 
members of the US Attorney’s offi ce.  

Recognizing that Albuquerque lacks a strategy to pro-
vide employers with workers who have the skills and 
preparation for “middle-skill” jobs that will maintain, 
grow and build new enterprises, JFNM, in partnership 
with Albuquerque Interfaith, received a grant from the 
Jewish Council for Public Affairs to engage Jewish 
involvement in Workforce Development. This will en-
able individuals to get jobs in specifi c industries and 
to advance over time to successively higher levels of 
education and work in that industry. 
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To draw attention to the sad fact that New Mexico 
ranks as the twelfth worst state for household food in-
security, the JFNM and New Mexico Appleseed joined 
with the JCPA to hold a “Hunger Seder” on April 11th 
to advocate for a moral budget that helps feed our 
community through programs such as SNAP (food 
stamps) and WIC (Women, Infants, and Children). 

JFNM has also been working with offi cials on mat-
ters of importance to the Jewish community: Israel’s 
security, and Jewish agency and synagogue security 
enhancement. 

And the JFNM-published New Mexico Jewish Link re-
mains a primary vehicle for keeping community mem-
bers “in the know”, stimulating dialogue and building 
connections between Jews from one end of the state 
to another.  

Lastly, the Jewish Community Endowment Founda-
tion of New Mexico, a division of the JFNM led by 
Chair Erika Rimson and her dedicated Board of Direc-
tors, worked to shape the future of our Jewish com-

munity. The JCEF currently holds six endowed funds 
and fi ve non-endowed funds for a total of approxi-
mately $525, 850 as of 5/31/2011. The JCEF’s Jew-
ish Women’s Fund of New Mexico was “kicked off” in 
January with a reception featuring Northern Trust VP 
Grace Allison; to-date, the fund has reached $40,000 
to annually provide small grants to programs that as-
sist local Jewish women and children in need.    The 
JCEF website -- www.jcefnm.org – is also now live.  

We do all of this with a small staff – just two full-time 
employees on a lean administrative budget that our 
Finance Committee and Board of Directors are re-
sponsibly stewarding. We’ve also begun working with 
Phil Messuri and Financial Network Investment Cor-
poration on protecting and conservatively growing 
JFNM investments. 

With more Jews come more needs, especially in the 
realm of social services and Jewish education. Ulti-
mately, it’s our generous supporters, listed in this 
report, who keep the miracle of Jewish New Mexico 
alive and thriving, for ourselves and the generations 
to come. 



AGENCY ALLOCATIONS 

Overseas        $48,260
Southern Community Outreach    $ 3,384
Creativity for Peace, Santa Fe     $ 7,849
Holocaust & Intolerance Museum of New Mexico $10,351  
Hillel at UNM       $21,500
Jewish Family Service of New Mexico   $68,799
Jewish Historical Society of New Mexico   $3,137
Jewish Community Center of Greater Albuquerque $25,386
BBYO        $4,659
 Rabbis and Cantors Association of Albuquerque $940
Taos Jewish Center      $6,174
Nahalat Shalom      $438
Kol BeRamah, Santa Fe     $2,236
Keshet Dance Company     $2,820 
UNM Israel Alliance      $1,357
HaMakom       $1,518
Solomon Schechter Day School of Albuquerque $51,230
 

JFNM Allocations 2010–2011JFNM Allocations 2010–2011

2011 Campaign Funds Raised
Affil iate Program;  $2,773 ; 0%

Overseas/Israel;  $72,990 ; 10%

Designated;  $81,127 ; 11%

Link;  $1,278 ; 0%

Unrestricted;  $555,754 ; 78%
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James Widland
Richard & Sandra Wilks

Jane Wishner & Robert Rosenberg
Tom & Lisa Witt
Frank & Frances Wolf
Robert & Helen Wolfe
Marc Wunder & Ellen Light
Gila Yaniv
Marc & Perri Yellin
Daniel Yohalem
Mary Tonya Young
Robert Younger
Howard & Susan Zeman
Leo Zenner
Rebeca Zimmermann & Donn Friedman
Linda Zipp
Alice Zlatkoff
Evelyn Zlotkin

* As of June 2011



We accomplish this by:

• Prioritizing, funding and implementing programs that meet the needs of Jews of all ages in New Mexico;
• Strengthening Jewish identity and participation among Jewish New Mexicans;
• Providing a voice for the Jewish community that addresses critical issues and celebrates Jewish life; 
• Sponsoring programs that inspire and develop multi-generational Jewish leadership; 
• Supporting Israel and Jews in need around the world and by mobilizing the Jewish community to respond to 

humanitarian crises.

The Jewish Federation of New Mexico partners with Jewish organizations to meet the needs of Jews in New Mexico, 
Israel and worldwide, through LEADERSHIP, PHILANTHROPY, EDUCATION and SOCIAL ACTION.

Contact
Jewish Federation of New Mexico

5520 Wyoming Boulevard NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109

www.jewishnewmexico.org
(505) 821-3214

JFNM MissionJFNM Mission


